YORKSHIRE COAST, MOORS AND WOLDS
3 to 7 July 2023

TOUR OVERVIEW: A superb five-day mid-week break exploring three of Yorkshire’s most
scenic regions which are also superb birding areas - the spectacular Flamborough and Filey
Coast (a Special Protection Area and designated Heritage Coast), the North York Moors (a
National Park) and the Yorkshire Wolds - a stunning relatively undiscovered backwater of
England’s largest county.
The coast with broad sandy beaches is dominated by the awe-inspiring chalk cliffs of
Flamborough Head, the site of Bempton Cliffs RSPB reserve and home to one of Britain’s
largest sea-bird colonies.

Just inland we will savour the delightful scenery of the famous Wolds and Moors which are
separated west to east by the magical Vale of York. The more southerly rolling chalk hillsides
of the Wolds contrast with the forests and more exposed and rugged uplands of the Moors
to the north, with both areas hosting an excellent selection of ornithological delights.
Our base for four nights is located on the edge of the forests of the North York Moors. The
relatively undisturbed mosaic of local habitats is home to Red Grouse, Northern Goshawk,
European Honey-buzzard, Tawny Owl, European Nightjar, European Turtle-dove, Tree Pipit,

both Willow and Marsh Tits, Spotted Flycatcher, Red Crossbill and Eurasian Siskin to name but
a few.
The farming landscape of the nearby Yorkshire Wolds is peppered with ancient hedgerows
and protected meadows which provide home to Corn Buntings and Yellowhammers. In some
years Common Quails can be numerous too, holding territories amongst extensive fields of
barley.

We will take a boat trip out of Bridlington harbour on the Yorkshire Belle for amazing views
of the internationally important breeding sea-bird colonies at Bempton Cliffs RSPB reserve.
This mini cruise will take us close inshore where we should obtain eye-level views of the
seabirds and perhaps a dolphin or two, and if we are very lucky, views of the now famous and
semi-resident Black-browed Albatross.
TOUR DESCRIPTION: Our relaxed five-day tour includes a four-night stay at a comfortable
hotel in a picturesque North Yorkshire village from which we can radiate out each day to visit
our chosen birding spots, each just a stone’s throw away.
BIRD LIST: Expect to see a good selection of species from the following bird list: Common
Quail, Grey Partridge, Red Grouse, Rock Dove, European Turtle-dove, European Nightjar,
Common Cuckoo, Northern Fulmar, Northern Gannet, European Shag, Great Cormorant,
European Golden Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Northern Lapwing, Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian
Woodcock, Common Snipe, Black-legged Kittiwake, Sandwich Tern, Great Skua, Atlantic
Puffin, Razorbill, Common Guillemot, Common Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, European Honeybuzzard, Western Marsh-harrier, Northern Goshawk, Red Kite, Eurasian Buzzard, Eurasian
Green Woodpecker, Eurasian Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, Marsh Tit, Willow Tit, Long-tailed Tit,

Lesser Whitethroat, Eurasian Treecreeper, Eurasian Nuthatch, White-throated Dipper, Ring
Ouzel, Spotted Flycatcher, Common Redstart, Whinchat, European Stonechat, Northern
Wheatear, Eurasian Tree Sparrow, Tree Pipit, Rock Pipit, Western Yellow Wagtail, Grey
Wagtail, Redpoll, Red Crossbill, Eurasian Siskin, Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer.
A male Ring Ouzel on territory within a hillside clough

If we are lucky the celebrated Black-browed Albatross, which has been present in the
summers of 2021 and 2022 will return and provide us with unforgettable views.

Mammals and other wildlife: The area holds many Roe Deer and European Badger which we
sometimes see on a chance encounter. An increasing Atlantic Grey Seal population is resident
at Flamborough Head with small numbers of Harbour Porpoise offshore. In recent years,
sightings of a pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphins have become more frequent and our boat trip on
the Yorkshire Belle should enable us to secure good views of several cetaceans and the seals.
On our adventures across the North York Moors, we shall seek out Golden-ringed Dragonfly
and the Keeled Skimmer, another moorland specialist dragonfly. Both Banded and Beautiful
Demoiselles can be found on the nearby river Derwent.
Beautiful Demoiselle as delicate and beautiful as its name suggests

Butterflies of interest include Large Heath, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dark Green
Fritillary and the Marbled White.
Orchids in flower at this time include Bee, Northern Marsh, Heath Spotted, Frog and
Pyramidal.
PHOTOGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES: Tour participants are invited to take the opportunity to
take as many pictures as they like along the way. The sea-cliffs at the RSPB Bempton reserve
provide unrivalled opportunities to photograph breeding seabirds at close range.
ACCOMMODATION & FOOD: Our lovely hotel, a 17th century former farmhouse is located in
a small hamlet on the very edge of the North York Moors National Park. Accommodation is
provided on a half board basis which includes a full English breakfast and an evening meal.
Lunch is also included and will be either a packet picnic lunch taken from the hotel, or we may
stop at a handy café along the way by way of a change.

GROUND TRANSPORT: We will use a spacious 9-seater minibus throughout.
WEATHER & CLOTHING: In mid-summer, it should be warm and pleasant, but this is Britain
of course and so we may need to be flexible in our dress code. Being able to layer up and
down according to the prevailing weather is sensible. You may need a warm top or jacket for
the coast and on the boat trip or if it’s a windy day on the moors.
EASE & PACE: The tour is aimed to give all participants the opportunity to watch birds and
wildlife at their own pace, to learn and enjoy the fascination of all that we observe. Plenty of
time will be given to those who also wish to take photographs as well as looking out for
interesting insects, butterflies, dragonflies and wildflowers.
PRICE: The price is £1075 per person to include full board accommodation, bed & breakfast
and dinner taken at our hotel and a light lunch taken as a café snack or as a packed lunch. The
meals start with dinner on day one and finish with a picnic lunch on day five. Not included are
tour drinks during the day and drinks accompanying your evening meals. The single room
supplement is to be £225.
To book your place on the trip please complete and return a booking form, together with a
deposit of £300 per person.
JOINING THE TOUR: The tour commences at 15:00 on day 1 with an informal welcome
meeting at our hotel. For those wishing to travel by public transport, we can arrange
collections from nearby Scarborough or Seamer railway or bus stations if required. Regular
train services operate from Manchester, Leeds and York.
GROUP SIZE: A small group tour guided by local birdwatching and nature guide John
Mcloughlin. The tour will proceed with five group members plus John as Birding Abroad
leader.

OUTLINE ITINERARY
Day 1 Monday 3 July: The tour commences as we convene in the hotel lounge at 15:00 hrs. A
welcome drink will be taken as we discuss details of the forthcoming days in North Yorkshire.
Check-in at the hotel commences from 14:00, giving you time to settle in and unwind after
your journey.
After our evening meal we will have an (optional) evening excursion into the nearby forest. If
the weather is kind, we can try for one of our main target species, the European Nightjar,
which hold territory in forest clearings close to our hotel. The semi-nocturnal experience is
likely to includes ‘roding’ Eurasian Woodcocks as well.

A European Nightjar prepares for its nightly activities
Day 2 Tuesday 4 July: With the vast expanse of the North York Moors National Park literally
on our doorstep, we will visit several sites across this beautiful landscape. The National Park
encompass one of the most extensive tracts of heather moorland in England and are a
designated SPA (Specially Protected Area), hosting a network of SSSIs and small nature
reserves.
This is great place to discover exciting moorland species such as Eurasian Golden Plover,
Eurasian Curlew, Ring Ouzel, European Stonechat and the exquisite and attractive Whinchat.
Our guide knows some quiet spots where we can observe all of these special birds. The Merlin
can also be found here in small numbers, but they are typically very difficult to locate on their
breeding grounds.

Whinchats - a declining
summer visitor to the UK
but breeding on the moors

The moors also hold important populations of ground nesting waders such as Northern
Lapwing and Common Snipe which augments the splendid wader ‘fest’ on the higher
moorland. The Red Grouse can be found everywhere on the heather clad slopes which have
been cultivated deliberately for the benefit of this British endemic species.
Red Grouse are plentiful amongst the heather clad hills

Day 3 Wednesday 5 July: Mid-summer is the best time to visit the world-famous seabird
colony at the Flamborough Head. Expect hugely impressive numbers of Common Guillemots,
Razorbills, Atlantic Puffins, Northern Gannets and noisy Black-legged Kittiwakes.

The European Shag still nest in small numbers on the steep cliffs alongside Northern Fulmar.
Each species has its own niche within the 400-foot-tall cliffs that they call home for the
summer months. The rest of the year is spent at sea in the North Atlantic but for breeding
they prefer the relative ‘safety’ of these precarious sea-cliffs on which to raise their young. In
total over a quarter of a million noisy seabirds inhabit the colony during the four short
summer months and the sight and sound of all these birds jammed together provides a unique
wildlife encounter.
In the last two summers a ‘wandering’ Black-browed Albatross has joined the Northern
Gannet colony at the Bempton RSPB reserve. John knows the bird and its habits well so if it
returns in 2023, we will be well placed to catch up with this magnificent seabird. A denizen of
the southern oceans, this albatross has somehow wandered north, although it is not the first
of its kind to appear in the North Sea and probably will not be the last. Our time at
Flamborough and Bempton will prove to be a highlight of the tour and we plan to will spend
the whole day thereabouts including a short boat trip out of Bridlington to look at the sea
birds and sea mammals at close quarters.
Day 4 Thursday 6 July: On the edge of the Yorkshire Wolds lie remote villages and hidden
valleys, the latter providing sheltered suntraps for heat seeking butterflies and flowers.
The Marbled White butterfly has been expanding its range in Yorkshire and although the
Wolds was always a stronghold for this species, they are getting evermore numerous, year by

year. The striking Dark Green Fritillary, as shown below, can also be found nectaring in the
same meadows at this time of year.

Flower rich meadows, some adorned with vivid red poppies grow alongside fields of barley.
These fields attract Corn Buntings to breed, and their distinctive jangling song can be heard
widely across the landscape. Other familiar farmland species include Grey Partridge,
Yellowhammer, Eurasian Tree Sparrow and Eurasian Skylark whilst Western Yellow Wagtails
and Reed Buntings are also attracted to nest amongst the growing crops.
We have time during the day’s schedule to return to Flamborough Head if required, as this
time of year can produce the occasional very late spring or early summer overshooting rarity.
For example, in 2022, a male Turkestan Shrike was present at Bempton RSPB for several
weeks. Previous springs have produced other rarities including a Brown Shrike as well as
scarce migrants such as European Bee-eater, Blyth’s Reed-warbler, Greenish Warbler and
Common Rosefinch.
Day 5 Friday 7 July: An exploration of the local forests will highlight the array of bird species
on offer in this area. Just on our doorstep are the so-called Tabular Hills which hold some of
the oldest segments of forestry plantations in the region. These were established a century
ago when the Forestry Commission planted trees on moorland and farmland amongst already
established patches of mixed woodland. The resulting forest is today under a special
management regime to retain tree cover and at the same time protect its biological diversity.
We will spend the morning around a well-known raptor watchpoint where there is a good
chance of seeing Northern Goshawk and European Honey-buzzard, both of which nest in the
area. Stands of older pines harbour good numbers of Red Crossbill and Eurasian Siskins, whilst
Tree Pipits ‘song flight’ over nearby clearings. This area is noteworthy as a local stronghold
for two nationally declining species; Willow Tit and the lovely European Turtle-dove. We will
make a special effort to locate both of these much sought-after species.

Once common all over Britain, special efforts are being made in North Yorkshire
to help the stunning European Turtle-dove

The tour will conclude at lunchtime, giving everyone time to make their onward journeys in
good time.
The day-to-day itinerary will be based on the local weather conditions so please expect
necessary changes to the daily itinerary so that we can make the most of the tour.
Many thanks to Ian Smith and Andy Hood for use of their excellent photographs.
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For booking form, please see the booking page on www.birdingabroad.com
For queries please contact:
e-mail lance@birdingabroad.com mobile telephone 07891 734731
e-mail nickwhitehouse@btinternet.com mobile telephone 07894 050069

