
SPURN: DAY TRIPS GUIDED BY BIRDING ABROAD 

WINTER DAY TRIPS 

At any time of year and in almost any weather conditions, the Spurn peninsula has 

something of interest to bird watchers. This is down to its geography. The Holderness 

coast narrows steadily to the south, finally becoming wedged between the mighty 

Humber estuary and the wild North Sea as a spit of sand and shingle. Coasting birds 

are therefore guided, almost funnelled, to Spurn, sticking with land as long as possible 

rather than crossing the estuary at its widest.  Despite a first-class reputation for 

attracting rare and scarce birds, this is not the end of the Spurn story. The Humber 

estuary and nearby managed wetlands ensures a fantastic array of wading birds are 

present throughout the year. Winter time sees huge numbers of Red Knot, up to 50000 

birds, feeding voraciously on the expansive Humber mudflats. When a Peregrine 

disturbs them, it is almost like a murmuration as flocks wheel overhead to escape the 

danger, creating a fantastic display. Dunlin, Black and Bar-tailed Godwits, Grey Plover 

and any others join the throng. As the tides roll in, we have access to a private hide to 

watch the comings and goings in comfort, or we can head to Kilnsea Wetlands and 

watch the roosting birds at close range. Dabbling ducks abound with Common Teal, 

Northern Pintail, and Eurasian Wigeon all in numbers. European Golden Plover gather 

in fields with Northern Lapwings and there is usually a small flock of Whooper Swans 

and Pink-footed Geese to add to the interest. However, it is the call of Dark-bellied 

Brent Geese that resonates through the air, up to 1000 birds, often accompanied by a 

few Pale-bellied and rarer still, the Black Brant has overwintered almost annually in 

recent years. Not surprisingly, all this potential prey attracts predators such as 

Peregrine and the occasional Merlin.  

As evening approaches, Short-eared Owls, Barn Owls, Hen Harrier and Western 

Marsh-harrier appear, hunting rough fields and the nearby salting for prey, and 

wonderful views can be had, ensuring a thrilling end to a special birding day. 

Lance and Nick have been visiting Spurn since their teenage years in the early 1970s 

and have long been associated with the observatory, both being past or present 

committee members. We know the area well and have access to all local knowledge.  

Coffee breaks with biscuits included.  

Rendezvous point: Meeting point is the Bluebell car park, near to the Sandy Beaches 

caravan park.  

Time: 09:30am 

Dates: Wednesday 25th November 2020 

  Thursday 10th December 2020 

  Tuesday 19th January 2021 

Maximum group size:  4 plus your Birding Abroad leader  


