
 

SPURN: DAY TRIPS GUIDED BY BIRDING ABROAD 

SPRING AND AUTUMN MIGRATION 

Spurn is one of Britain’s premier birding sites and has an enviable record of attracting 

rare and scarce birds in both spring and autumn.  A famous Bird Observatory has been 

recording and studying bird migration since 1947.  

At any time of year and in almost any weather conditions, the Spurn peninsula has 

something of interest to bird watchers. This is down to its geography. The Holderness 

coast narrows steadily to the south, finally becoming wedged between the mighty 

Humber estuary and the wild North Sea as a narrow spit of sand and shingle. Coasting 

birds are therefore guided, almost funnelled to Spurn, sticking with land as long as 

possible rather than crossing the estuary at its widest.  The coastline faces east 

towards continental Europe, the source of many migrating birds, some of which come 

down in periods of inclement weather to shelter and refuel before resuming their 

onward journeys.  On such days, the magic of migration comes alive right in front of 

your eyes; bushes and fields can be teeming with chats, warblers, thrushes and 

finches. But that is not the end of the story. The Humber estuary and adjacent 

managed wetlands ensure a fantastic array of waders are always present whilst with 

the right winds, sea-watching can be exciting with divers, shearwaters, skuas and 

terns all passing by offshore. Spurn, on the right day, can be alive with birds!     

SPRING DAYS TRIPS: Spring starts early and by the end of March the first Black 

Redstarts, Goldcrests and perhaps a Woodlark will have made landfall.  As each week 

passes, so the variety of passerine migrants increases, with Firecrest, Ring Ouzel and 

Wheatear to be expected and by the middle of May, overshooting European scarcities 

could include Bluethroat, Red-backed Shrike, Marsh Warbler and Golden Oriole.  

AUTUMN DAY TRIPS: In autumn, almost anything is possible and species such as 

Yellow-browed Warbler, Wryneck, Icterine Warbler, Red-backed Shrikes and Red-

breasted Flycatchers are annual visitors. Whinchats, Common Stonechats, Pied 

Flycatchers and a variety of warblers occur daily when conditions are favourable, 

which usually involves an onshore wind. Later in the season, Snow and Lapland 

Bunting or perhaps a Twite or Waxwing becomes likely. In these seasons too, large 

numbers of commoner British migrants, Barn Swallows, Meadow Pipits and Tree 

Sparrow for example, head south in large numbers and are easily counted where the 

peninsula narrows, offering an excellent visual spectacle as they fly south overhead.   

In the weeks following the autumn equinox, Redwings, Blackbirds, Fieldfares 

Goldcrests and Robins pour in by the hundred and wildfowl venture down from their 

tundra breeding grounds between Greenland and Russia.  Spurn becomes a major 

global hub and crossroads for migrating birds.  Storms can bring seabird movements 

with various skuas and even Little Auks from the Arctic. The peninsula is of course 

famous for its rarities and each autumn brings a selection of mouth-watering vagrants 

from Scandinavia, Siberia and elsewhere.  Rest assured we will be on their trail too 

and help you enjoy the excitement of seeing these very special arrivals.      



Lance and Nick have been visiting Spurn since their teenage years in the 1970s and 

have long been associated with the observatory, both being past or present committee 

members. We know the area well and have access to all local knowledge.  

Coffee break with biscuits included.  

Rendezvous point: Meeting point is the Bluebell car park, near to the Sandy Beaches 

caravan park.  

Time: 09:00am 

Dates: Monday 15th March 2021 

  Monday 19th April 2021 

  Monday 3rd May 2021 

Maximum group size:  4 plus your Birding Abroad leader   

 

 


