
THE BIRDS & WILDLIFE OF ENGLANDΩ{ NORTH PENNINES 

A SPRINGTIME MID WEEK BREAK DISCOVERING THE OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPES OF 

COUNTY DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 

25 to 28 April 2022 

 

TOUR OVERVIEW:  The North Pennines is both an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and a 

designated UNESCO Global Geopark. No less than four counties converge here, County Durham, 

Cumbria, Northumberland and North Yorkshire, in one of the most remote and unspoilt regions of 

England.  This upland landscape is dominated by blanket bog and heather moorland, fringed by 

colourful upland hay meadows along flower strewn byways. Scattered stone-built settlements merge 

harmoniously into the sheltered valleys of the Swale and Tees and small tributary waters tumble 

coastwards via glorious waterfalls such as Cauldron Snout and High Force, the latter being the highest 

in England. The area is bordered to the south by the equally stunning Yorkshire Dales National Park 

and to the north by IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ, a Roman fortification built from AD122 to defend the north-

western outpost of the Roman Empire. 

Our tour commences in the height of spring when the barren days of winter will have given way to 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ with the moors and meadows now vibrant and bursting with life.  A multitude of 

breeding waders display over their territories, and the land is full of bird song as newly arrived summer 

visitors such as Ring Ouzels and Pied Flycatchers take up their territories in quiet cloughs and sun-

dappled woods. Dippers and Grey Wagtails adorn the streams whilst Merlin and Short-eared Owls 

quarter the fells searching out Meadow Pipits and Eurasian Skylarks. It is of course the best time to 

view lekking Black Grouse and 80% of the English population finds a home here.   

 



TOUR DESCRIPTION: A relaxing four-day, single centre break, based near the attractive village of Reeth 

in Swaledale, North Yorkshire. Once an important service and retail centre, Reeth is now a significant 

local tourist hub with a large open green that hosts a popular market each Friday. It was once a major 

site for lead mining and exhibits from the village's industrious past can be seen at the Swaledale 

Museum, run by volunteers and situated by behind Reeth's post office.  

We radiate out each day to explore a mosaic of habitats allowing plenty of time to appreciate the 

sheer beauty of the landscape and birds around us. By convening mid-afternoon on Monday and 

concluding just after lunch on Thursday, easy progress can be made to and from the tour starting 

point. Leisurely walks with picnics will be undertaken each day as we seek out the various avian 

specialities, arriving back at the hotel each day in time to relax, no doubt enjoying a refreshing drink 

or two before our evening meal.  

Our aim on this bespoke tour is to provide a relaxing and informative nature-filled visit, set in stunning 

surroundings and utilising good quality accommodation and availing ourselves of the best the local 

economy can provide.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES:  We will allow time to secure good views of the birds and other 

wildlife, so photographers should enjoy taking some frame filling pictures.  The wonderful scenery 

lends itself to smartphone camera images ensuring fond memories in times ahead.  

BIRDS & WILDLIFE LISTS: Highlights include the following breeding birds; Goosander, Black Grouse, 

Red Grouse, Grey Partridge, Western Osprey, Red Kite, Hen Harrier, Common Buzzard, Peregrine, 

Merlin, Pied Avocet, Eurasian Golden Plover, Common Sandpiper, Eurasian Curlew, Common 

Redshank, Common Ringed Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Northern Lapwing, Common Snipe, Common 

Gull, Common Cuckoo, Tawny Owl, Short-eared Owl, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

Eurasian Nuthatch, Eurasian Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Tree Pipit, Grey Wagtail, Dipper, Common 

Redstart, Northern Wheatear,  Whinchat, Common Stonechat, Dipper, Ring Ouzel,  Pied Flycatcher, 

Marsh Tit, Northern Raven, Eurasian Siskin.   

 

A glorious black and white male Pied Flycatcher 



The area hosts Red Squirrel and sƻƳŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŎŜǊ ǿƛƭŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ majority of 

these come into flower later than our current tour dates.  

EASE & PACE: Leisurely throughout and basic fitness is all that is required. Some of the bird watching 

can be undertaken alongside the vehicle, whilst short walks are normally less than one kilometre on 

flat ground at the locations we visit. The maximum road journey is less than an hour from our hotel.  

We will make the effort to witness lekking Black Grouse, but there will be no need to get up early as 

we know reliable places to see these birds throughout the day.   

 

WEATHER: This is northern England in springtime and we are at a higher elevation for most of the 

tour, so we can expect a mix of weather conditions.  It is often very pleasant of course and sunny days 

are not unusual, but we must be prepared for some rain and perhaps stoically make the best of it.  We 

have option to take shelter in our vehicles and take short breaks at local cafés if need be.   

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD: We will be based throughout at a very comfortable country inn set 

within the Yorkshire Dales National Park, which offers spectacular countryside views all around and 

an award-winning restaurant. Bed and breakfast accommodation is provided, whilst evening meals 

will be at your own cost as this provides for greater personal choice. Daytime packet lunches are 

included and these can be supplemented by the occasional cafe stop to sample a coffee and cake or 

similar local delight. Also included is a hotel lunch just prior to departure on the last day. En-suite 

rooms are twin or double bedded. Single rooms are of course available.   

PRICE: The price is to be £775 per person sharing a twin or double room, and includes hotel 

accommodation on a bed and breakfast basis, packed lunches on two days with a final hotel lunch on 

the last day, the services of an expert leader, an illustrated colour checklist for the nightly log, all daily 

travel in the North Pennines and entrance to all reserves visited. The single room supplement is to be 

£150. To book your place on the exciting trip please complete and return a booking form, together 

with a deposit of £300 per person.  

We know of good lek sites for the spectacular Black Grouse 



LEADER & GROUP SIZE: The tour will proceed with five group members plus a Birding Abroad leader. 

Maximum group size will be 10 with two leaders.  We are delighted that on this occasion the tour 

leader will be John Mcloughlin, a very experienced tour guide with an intimate knowledge of this 

region. We have known John since we were schoolboys together in Doncaster and have travelled with 

him on numerous birding trips over the years, both around Britain and elsewhere in the world. John 

will be assisted by either Lance or Nick as group size dictates.   

TRAVEL OPTIONS:  The tour commences at our hotel in Swaledale, where free car parking is available 

in the grounds. For those wishing to travel by train, York and Darlington railway stations are suitably 

located one hour and 30 minutes respectively from the hotel. Taxis can be reserved between the 

station and the hotel, though we are happy to help with a lunchtime-lifts where possible.  

We will assist wherever we can to make your domestic travel arrangements as convenient as possible. 

If you wish to discuss any travel options, please do not hesitate to contact us.        

 

OUTLINE ITINERARY: 

Monday April 25th 

The tour commences at our hotel near Reeth from 2:00pm.  We shall have a mid-afternoon get 

together for introductory drinks where plans for the days ahead will be discussed followed by a short 

excursion for a first taste of the local birdlife. We return by 6:00pm ready for drinks and evening meal. 

Tuesday April 26th 

On our first full morning we shall explore the woodlands of the lower Swale near Richmond, a beautiful 

market town hosting a Norman castle and cobbled market place which provides a natural gateway to 

the area. The river itself holds breeding Goosanders, Dippers and Kingfishers as well as colonies of 



Sand Martins. Ancient woodland clothes the riverbank at the National Trust property of Hudswell 

Woods, an ideal place for a springtime walk. Here the ground is carpeted with Wild Garlic and Wood 

Anemone and Bluebells bring a splash of colour. Walking the riverside trails reveals fallen timber left 

to decompose naturally, ensuring a healthy invertebrate population which benefits woodland bird 

specialists such as the resident Eurasian Treecreeper, Eurasian Nuthatch and both Green and Great 

Spotted Woodpeckers. Newly arrived summer visitors will include Common Redstart and Pied 

Flycatcher. 

 

After lunch we venture a few miles south into the Yorkshire Dales National Park, initially following the 

course of the River Ure through Wensleydale to Middleham Castle, the childhood home of King 

Richard III. Later we pass the picturesque town of Masham towards our destination for the afternoon, 

the washlands at Nosterfield Nature Reserve. Former gravel pits have been transformed into premier 

wetland habitat at this outstanding reserve, the area providing breeding and roosting habitats for an 

impressive array of waders including Pied Avocets, Oystercatchers, Common Redshanks and Northern 

Lapwings plus wildfowl such as Common Teal, Northern Shoveler and Garganey. In recent years 

Eurasian Otters have returned to these waters and Western Ospreys are now regularly present in the 

summer months. 

Wednesday April 27th 

Looking across rugged heather-clad moors reveals that life can be hard for birds and only the toughest 

will survive. One of the toughest of all is the Black Grouse, a species once widespread across the UK 

until habitat loss and overgrazing sent numbers plummeting. The North Pennines is a stronghold and 

this morning the group will be captivated by the astonishing lekking display of the male Black Grouse. 

Groups gather, heads lowered and tails raised, as they strut about the hillside seeking to attract a 

greyhen by highlighting their magnificent blue-black plumage, red eyebrows combined with raised 

lyre shaped tails exposing prominent white undertail coverts. 

A male Common Redstart brightens any day with colour and song 


