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TOUR OVERVIEW: Namibia is invariably acclaimed by African safari aficionados as their 
favourite destination, being the country with the most diverse range of stunning landscapes 
and hosting some of the most astonishing and plentiful wildlife on the vast continent. One and 
half times the size of France, it has only two million inhabitants (only Mongolia in global terms 
is less sparsely populated), including an assortment of friendly indigenous communities which 
provide fascinating cultural interest. Bordered to the west by 1,500 km of the Atlantic Ocean, 
which includes the infamous óSkeleton Coastò, Namibia shares its land borders 
with Zambia and Angola to the north, with Botswana to the east and with South Africa to the 
south and east. Three major topographical areas dominate the country from the coast inland; 
the western Namib Desert giving way first to the Central Plateau and then to the Kalahari 
Desert which stretches away further to the east. Within this huge arena, awe-inspiring scenery 
switches from ocean shores with rippling sand dunes to wooded savanna, and from rugged 
hilly escarpments to picturesque deserts, each embracing world-renowned locations 
synonymous with unsurpassed beauty and an astounding abundance of wildlife.  
 

 
 
Under well documented ruthless colonial German rule from the late 19th century until the First 
World War, the country, then known as South West Africa, was mandated in 1920 to the 
control of South Africa, which at the time was a British dominium.  In the second half of the 
20th century, following many years of UN involvement and nationalist struggle, Namibia finally 
gained its independence from the crumbling South African apartheid regime in 1990, though 
the historical link to Britain continues to this day through its membership of the 
Commonwealth. The official language of Namibia is English though there are several local 
dialects spoken in the country including Afrikaans, Oshiwambo, Tshivenda, and others. 

Witness first-hand the rich red Sossusvlei dunes, a place of spectacular beauty 
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Agriculture, tourism and mining ï for diamonds, uranium, gold, silver and other base metals ï 
form the basis of its economy with governance coming from a stable multi-party parliamentary 
democracy.  Namibia was the first African country to incorporate environmental protection into 
its constitution, creating rural communal conservancies to manage natural resources on a 
sustainable basis, thereby helping to restore populations of Lions, Cheetahs, Black 

Rhinoceros, zebras and other native wildlife.   

 

Safe and peaceful with a wide variety of iconic birds and big game, it is clear why Namibia is 
rated so highly as a ómust visitô destination for true travellers and wildlife lovers. Good quality 
accommodation and food, and a good safety record to enable visitors to relax and enjoy 
firsthand the many treasures it holds.  

TOUR DESCRIPTION: It would be impractical to cover such a vast country in its entirety in 
just two weeks, so our schedule has been carefully constructed to take in many of the very 
best birding and wildlife highlights of the country, whilst still allowing time to absorb and enjoy 
some spell-binding sights along the way. We will be escorted throughout by highly experienced 
local guides to ensure our adventure holiday runs smoothly and pleasurably.   
 
The ground tour commences on Monday 13 November after an overnight flight into Windhoek, 
the national capital. We will take time to recuperate and acclimatise at the Daan Viljoen Game 
Reserve for the first day and night, conveniently positioned just one hour from the airport. The 
next day we head south for a one night stay close to the Spreetshoogte Pass in the high 
plateau landscape of the Khomas Highlands, part of the Great Escarpment. From here we 
then gradually descend via the tiny and famous Namib desert settlement of Solitaire for our 
next two nights based on the edge of the Namib-Naukluft National Park, where we visit the 
famous desert dunes at Sossusvlei. Our tour then takes us north-west to Walvis Bay on the 
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Atlanticôs Skeleton Coast for a further two nights, with our time here including an inshore boat 
trip into the sheltered waters of the bay. Leaving the coast, we then journey back inland across 
the Namib desert landscape encountering a very specialised ecosystem of localised plants 
and animals which survive by deriving life-saving water from cool moisture-laden coastal 
mists. Pausing at Spitzkoppe in Damaraland, we spend the next night within the imposing and 
picturesque granite scenery of the Erongo Mountains. Here over 2,000 years ago, ancestors 
of todayôs Sani tribesman left small yet wonderful rock paintings depicting aspects of their life; 
some of the Africaôs earliest wildlife art. The next phase of our tour takes us to the Etosha 
National Park which merits the greatest share of our time - we shall spend a total of five nights 
here at three different lodges where the campsô floodlit waterholes offer astounding views of 
the abundant wildlife. Later we will head south for our final night to the dramatic Waterberg 
Plateau Park where red sandstones rise 200 m above the surrounding plain like a flat tabletop 
on the horizon. After some early morning birding at Waterberg, we will drive back to Windhoek, 
where the tour concludes with an evening flight home, arriving into the UK on Monday 27 
November.  
 

 
 
Our exploration of the country at the end of the dry season is timed to witness concentrations 
of herd animals quenching their thirst at waterholes, whilst at the same time see the first flurries 
of breeding activity amongst many birds which commences as the summer rains approach. 
Though we cover some large distances, the tempo is relaxed and there will be opportunities 
to take ótime outô and simply relax at our lodges where you can sit with a drink and watch the 
birds and wildlife at close quarters. The óbig gameô doesnôt get more spectacular than Lion, 
Cheetah, African Elephant, Giraffe and both Black and White Rhinoceros all seen on our visit 
earlier in the year, though the vast herds of grazing antelopes such as Springbok, Black-faced 
Impala and Gemsbok (Oryx) are equally impressive, and we will be further delighted by smaller 
mammals including Bat-eared Fox and the virtually unknown Jamesonôs Red Rock Rabbit. A 
fantastic collection of birds includes the well-known Kori Bustard, Martial Eagle and 



Secretarybird, some seabirds, two flamingos, as well as equally sought-after Southern African 
endemics and intra-African migrants. Even some Palearctic breeding birds spend the northern 
winter here, so our tour provides wonderful sightings and memories for everyone.  
 
PHOTOGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES: Namibia is incredibly beautiful, and the diverse scenery 
alone will be worthy of a photograph at every turn. We will be surrounded by wildlife 
everywhere we travel, none more so than at the floodlit waterholes at each Etosha camp. In 
the national parks walking is restricted to around the campgrounds for safety, and on game 
drives we must stay within our large vehicle. Actually, the vehicle makes for a great hide 
allowing a close approach, whether on a game drive, or during ad hoc stops during our 
travelling days. Leisurely walks elsewhere will allow photographs at your leisure. If 
photography is a number one priority, then you can choose between staying by the waterholes 
rather than go on a scheduled game drive. Our leaders can advise about the flexible 
possibilities.  
 

 
 
BIRD LIST: Expect to see a list of 260 or so species with highlights including: Common 
Ostrich, Hartlaubôs Francolin, Maccoa Duck, Lesser Flamingo, Emerald-spotted Wood-dove, 
Namaqua Dove, Namaqua Sandgrouse, Double-banded Sandgrouse, White-rumped Swift, 
Bradfield's Swift, Jacobin Cuckoo, African Cuckoo, Black Crake, Blue Crane, Ludwig's 
Bustard, Kori Bustard, Red-crested Bustard, Rüppell's Bustard, Northern Black Bustard 
(Korhaan), Grey Go-away-bird, Marabou, African Sacred Ibis, Hamerkop, Great White 
Pelican, Cape Cormorant, Crowned Cormorant, African Oystercatcher, Kittlitzôs Plover, 
Chestnut-banded Plover, Blacksmith Lapwing, Crowned Lapwing, Greater Painted-snipe, 
Double-banded Courser, Burchell's Courser and Temminckôs Courser,  Hartlaub's Gull, Kelp 
Gull, Damara Tern,  Greater Crested Tern, Pearl-spotted Owlet, African Scops-owl. Spotted 
Eagle-owl, Verreaux's Eagle-owl, Secretarybird, Bateleur, Black-chested Snake-eagle, 
Lappet-faced Vulture, Martial Eagle, Tawny Eagle, Verreaux's  Eagle, Pale Chanting-
goshawk, Gabar Goshawk, White-backed Mousebird, Red-faced Mousebird, hornbills 
(including Monteiro's, Bradfieldôs, Damara), Green Woodhoopoe, Violet Woodhoopoe, 
Common Scimitarbill, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Purple Roller, Lilac-breasted Roller, Acacia 

Northern Black Bustard (or Korhaan), a regular sight on the plains 


