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Majorca has managed to preserve much of the beauty of its coastline and interior where it is easy to 

escape the crowds and where a diverse mix of habitats are home to many typical Mediterranean 

birds as well as some notable specialities. Acclaimed birding sites, some of the best to be found in 

this part of the Mediterranean, are dotted around the island. These include the Sierra de 

Tramuntana occupying the north-western third of the island; the rugged and spectacular Formentor 

Peninsula, the dry garrigue of the scenic Boquer Valley, the extensive marshes of S’Albufera nature 

reserve and the shallow coastal Salinas de Levante. The aim of our short tour was to visit these key 

sites, all within easy reach of our base in Alcudia. The major target was the newly assigned Balearic 

Warbler (a recent split from Marmora’s Warbler) which is found only on Majorca, Ibiza and 

Formentor. In addition we were hoping to get good views of Eleonora’s Falcons before they leave for 

their wintering grounds in Madagascar. With a large supporting cast of speciality species such as 

Black Vulture, Audouin’s Gull, Red-knobbed Coot, Purple Swamphen, Thekla Lark and Moustached 

Warbler, and with the tour timed to coincide with autumn migration over the western 

Mediterranean, the tour promised to have variety and excitement. The group comprised Martin 

Limbert, Richard Sprakes with Lance Degnan and Nick Whitehouse from Birding Abroad. 

 

Day 1 - Thursday 21 September  - We took the morning flight from Leeds-Bradford airport, arriving 

into Palma at lunchtime. After collecting our hire vehicle we were soon on the road heading 

northwards to Alcudia. En-route we saw our first Red Kites quartering agricultural land beside the 

motorway, a species we were to see daily in small numbers. A Booted Eagle also showed nicely and 

small groups of Cattle Egrets were in the fields.  A brief cafe stop for some tasty tapas was followed 

by a visit to Maristany marsh on the northern outskirts of Port de Alcudia.  The water levels were low 



exposing a significant amount of mud which attracted a number of Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers, 

Common and Green Sandpipers, Common Greenshank, 20 Black-winged Stilts and a Stone Curlew. A 

few Grey Herons and 50 Little Egrets were also present but none of the other summer visiting 

herons. The reedy margins yielded nice views of eight Purple Swamphens and Water Rail.  

 

We then made the short drive to our hotel which overlooked the beautiful Pollensa Bay to the front 

and the s’Albufereta marsh to the rear.  A shrike was spotted as it perched on roadside telegraph 

wires. Stopping, we parked safely before walking to investigate, eventually having nice views of a 

young Woodchat Shrike of the sub species badius. Several Sardinian Warblers also showed nicely 

and though common in the Mediterranean, these warblers are always a treat to see. Having 

checked-in at the hotel, we took a stroll to the viewing platform at s’Albufereta and enjoyed the last 

hour of daylight watching for anything that might move across the landscape. Groups of Greater 

Flamingos turned the evening sky pink, whilst two Marsh Harriers played in the breeze and we had 

our first views of Eleonora’s Falcons, when two singles powered across the marsh and disappeared 

to the south. Stone Curlews called regularly with several gathering in nearby fields where there were 

also small groups of Serins, several Cetti’s Warblers, a Eurasian Hoopoe and a flyover flava wagtail. A 

few migrants were located in a small plantation, including single figure counts of Whinchat, 

Northern Wheatear, Spotted and Pied Flycatcher.  

We returned to the hotel as dusk approached to discover a lovely Wryneck feeding on the path near 

our rooms and a Willow Warbler chasing insects nearby.  

Day 2 - Friday 22 September - After breakfast we started the day at the pretty Boquer Valley just to 

the north of Porto Pollensa. This well known rugged valley is clothed with marquis scrub which 

provides much needed shelter for tired migrant birds.  Our walk from the car park took us through 

small walled enclosures belonging to the local finca where the olive trees held Turtle Dove, Eurasian 

Hoopoe, Willow Warbler, Blackcap, a few Whitethroats, numerous Sardinian Warblers and a few 

Purple Swamphens were noted at three sites during the tour 



Common Redstarts.  These sheltered groves provided aerial insect food for several Pied and Spotted 

Flycatchers as well as at least four of the recently described “Tyrrhenian Flycatcher”, which shows, 

amongst other more subtle features, an almost complete absence of frontal streaking when 

compared to striata.  This is a potential split, so we gave the birds some time, looking carefully at 

their features.  Further into the valley, we had excellent views of at least seven Balearic Warblers, 

some of which were very confiding, again allowing us the opportunity to examine the features which 

separate this from the similar Marmora’s Warbler.   

 

Migrants Whinchats and resident Stonechats were rather common and the fluty song of Blue Rock 

Thrush was soon heard, with three birds watched during our morning walk.  Overhead a few raptors 

appeared with two each of Booted Eagles, Eurasian Kestrels and Peregrine Falcons, as well as three 

Eleonora’s Falcons and several Common Ravens soaring along the hill top ridges.  Hawking Crag 

Martins and close encounters with a few Firecrests added to the interest. 

After a refreshing lunch at a local cafe, we made our way to S’Albufera, the third largest marsh in the 

Mediterranean and the jewel in the crown of Majorcan conservation efforts.  Here we enjoyed an 

afternoon stroll around the reserve’s well marked paths, pausing at each of the hides and viewing 

platforms to see what was on offer.  Most of the summer visiting herons appeared to have already 

departed, but we did locate ten Black-crowned Night Herons, 25 Cattle Egrets, 50 Little Egrets and 

four Glossy Ibis. Amongst a variety of the commoner duck species were four Red-crested Pochard, 

whilst the shallow reed fringed lagoons and deeper channels provided great views of ten Purple 

Swamphen and of four Red-knobbed Coot respectively. Waders included small numbers of Common 

and Green Sandpipers, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff, Black-winged Stilts 

and close views of Kentish, Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers side by side.  Despite some searching, 

and much to our surprise, we were unable to locate any Moustached Warblers on this day, but the 

wind which picked up during the afternoon probably did not help. A single Bluethroat did show 

though, a species which winters here in good numbers.   

Balearic Warbler in Boquer Valley 



 

Day 3 - Saturday 23 September – this morning we made our way along the winding road of the 

Formentor Peninsula, the island’s northern extension of the Tramumtana range. A couple of 

convenient stops produced nice views of Red Crossbills before we emerged at the lighthouse parking 

area right at the cape.  The early start meant we had beaten the crowds which congregate here and 

can cause the road to become very congested. The towering cliffs provided tremendous views across 

the sea, with Menorca visible in the distance.  We spent some time watching a few pairs of 

Eleonora’s Falcons which were feeding their young, some of which were already on the wing.  We 

enjoyed watching their aerial manoeuvres and witnessed them swooping and soaring lazily on the 

coastal updrafts, as well going into action and flying out high across the sea searching for migrating 

passerines.  One encounter was especially memorable when a pair of falcons locked on to a 

passerine about a kilometre off shore and harried it for quite some while high in the sky. The birds 

were just about to go in for the kill, when a Peregrine Falcon swooped in from above and snatched 

the bird mid-air carrying it off back to its own cliff ledge, leaving the frustrated Eleonora’s to start all 

over again. This was quite a wonderful sight and a bonus for coming to Majorca at this time of year.  

Looking out over the sea yielded only Gannet and Sandwich Tern. A pair of close Balearic Warblers 

clung to the sparse cliff side vegetation adding to the sense of being in a special place. 

 

Red-knobbed Coot at S’Albufera 

Eleonora’s Falcon  



Another nice cafe lunch was then followed by a drive along the northern reaches of the island slowly 

winding up into the Sierra de Tramuntana, the highest areas of which are thinly populated with just 

the occasional pretty honey coloured village nestled quietly in the valleys.  As the day warmed, both 

Black and Griffon Vultures took to the skies and provided great views with at least ten of the former 

and 20 of the latter seen throughout the afternoon. A few Booted Eagles and Red Kites were also 

observed as well as three Pallid Swifts which moved swiftly past with a few more common 

‘hirundines’.  A couple of Cirl Buntings were noted, still in song.  

The reservoir at Cuber, between Lluch and Soller, was our next stop where we enjoyed a leisurely 

amble around the perimeter track. A surprise was a rock band making a video at the reservoir edge 

and the sound of their discordant “thrash metal” music belted out across the hillsides! Thankfully 

after several takes they went quiet. The area is known for both Spectacled and Moltoni’s Warblers 

but we could not locate either; perhaps they had already left for the winter.  A Honey Buzzard 

drifted over giving educational views and Firecrests and a Wryneck were watched in the bushes near 

the dam, where Grey Wagtails were also seen.   

Day 4 – Sunday 24 September - Today we headed south to our first stop at Betlam where we took 

the rugged coastal walk east out of the village. A few European Shags were offshore and Red Kites 

were seen to be more numerous over the ridges here than elsewhere on the island. The walk was 

very scenic but failed to produce Balearic Warblers.  We then drove over the Arta Massif, a quite 

wild and beautiful area where we encountered at least seven Booted Eagles though we could not 

find Thekla Larks and Tawny Pipits at a site we had seen them previously. 

After lunch in Arta, we drove on to the Salinas de Levante, an extensive area of saltpans just north of 

Colonia San Jordi.   A very pleasant walk around the salinas provided excellent views of a good 

variety of waders, with 200 Avocet, 22 Spotted Redshank, 35 Kentish Plover, 12 Little Stint, four 

Temminck’s Stint, one Curlew Sandpiper, 25 Ruff and two Wood Sandpipers being the highlights.   A 

flock of 90 Greater Flamingos added some colour; an Osprey was watched before a very active 

Peregrine quartered the area regularly sending the waders into a spin.  

  

Nice views of an Osprey! 



Day 5 - Monday 25 September – An Audouin’s Gull was on the beach not far from our hotel as we 

left early morning towards Cape Formentor, where we enjoyed yet more close views of the 

Eleonora’s Falcons, Balearic Warblers and Blue Rock Thrushes. A small falcon came in off the sea but 

it was too quick for us and disappeared before we had chance to study its features; we thought it 

was either a young Hobby or Red-footed Falcon.  Moving back to the S’Albufera marsh, we visited a 

different section to that we had explored earlier in the trip. The air was stiller today and the change 

of tactic worked a treat as we were afforded nice views of several Moustached Warblers coming out 

to the reed edges close to the path. Two Bluethroats also showed briefly in the damp areas adjacent 

to the path. 

 

Our main walk of the day was at Son Real just to the south of S’Albufera, where a path leads down to 

the coast through a mix of scented pine woods, olive groves and small agricultural fields.   Not 

surprisingly the habitat was good for Cirl Bunting and a fine male gave great views.  Small groups of 

Goldfinches and Linnets were present and a Hermann’s Tortoise slowly crossed our path.  We had 

great views of Firecrests and in the dry coastal scrub at least four Thekla Larks.  Offshore there were 

a few rocky outcrops which yielded a further five Audouin’s Gulls, several Yellow-legged Gulls and 

European Shags with two Ringed and 50 Kentish Plovers.  As we watched from an observation 

platform overlooking the beach, a group of nine Purple Herons flew south high over the bay, clearly 

on their migration.   

 

Audouin’s Gull 

Hermann’s Tortoise 



Our last stop for the day was in the Depuradora area to the south west of the main L’Albufera 

marsh, where we encountered 30 Stone Curlews and ten Thekla Larks.   

Day 6 - Tuesday 26th September       

We had only a short time to do any birding this morning so we returned to the part of S’Albufera 

marsh where we had encountered the Moustached Warblers.  This time though, the day was cool 

and windy and we were out of luck. Arriving at Palma airport by late morning we duly boarded the 

flight back to Leeds-Bradford having enjoyed some great birding, lovely scenery and excellent 

accommodation. Majorca really can be a special place during the autumn period when fewer visiting 

birders mean you can have the place more or less to yourselves.    
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