Northern INDIA – 7 to 22 February 2014 LJ Degnan & NP Whitehouse
Our trip to northern India enjoyed good weather with warm sunny days almost throughout
and between us a commendable species list of 391 was obtained. The team comprised
Wendy Ambler, Andrew Ashworth, Brian Chambers, Mick Clay, Richard Drew, Stephen
Elliott, Peter Greaves, Philip Ridsdale and Mike Wilkinson, plus the organisers Lance Degnan
and Nick Whitehouse from Doncaster. Nick, Pete, Wendy and Mike could only stay for the
first week of the trip, but nevertheless as the account below amply demonstrates, they still
managed to see some terrific birds in that short period.
The aim of the trip was to explore four of the most magnificent and well known birding sites
in the region; the Keoladeo Sanctuary at Bharatpur, the Chambal River, the Nainital hill
station and lastly Corbett National Park. With several of the group new to the sub-continent,
comfortable transport, first class accommodation and food, expert local guiding and
interpretation were the key priorities which ensured that everyone enjoyed their stay
without any concerns over important creature comforts. The truth is of course that India has
seen a vast change in infrastructure in recent years, and no one should have any doubts
about the high standards now available to foreign tourists. With this established beyond
doubt, the birds and animals make this a ‘must do’ trip for any serious self respecting birder,
at least once in a lifetime.
Our group assembled at the Thistle Hotel near Heathrow on the evening of Wednesday 5 th
February, before boarding the British Airways direct flight to Delhi around mid day on
Thursday 6th , arriving in Delhi in the early hours of the following day. A nice breakfast and
coffee was taken at the Radisson hotel before we began a steady drive southwards towards
Bharatpur, ‘cat-napping’ as we went in our fine 20 seater mini bus. A short road-side stop as
the twilight turned to sunrise, produced two Indian Black Ibis, a flock of 20 Ashy-crowned
Sparrow-larks, groups of Asian Pied Starlings, Bank Mynas and Indian Jungle Crows, as well
as a Masked Wagtail, with several Indian Peafowl perched high in road-side trees and Black
Kites overhead. For those new to India, the sights and sounds as we passed through rural
villages was certainly interesting. All manner of life is apparent here! We arrived in
Bharatpur and made for an early morning check-in at the fine Laxmi Villa Palace hotel.

Heading out into a warm sunny day in India, the group was excited and ready to see what
the birding had to offer in what is probably India’s best known birding location. Rose-ringed
Parakeets, Grey Francolins and Hume’s Warblers were in the hotel gardens as we reboarded the bus and went to meet our Indian guide, the legendary Ratan Singh, who took
us for our first birding session to several habitats outside of the main reserve. Some small
slurry pools near Ratan’s village held a selection of waders including 13 Painted Snipe, some
Temminck’s Stints and Wood Sandpipers, whilst around the edges were our first
Intermediate Egrets, White-breasted Waterhens, Comb Ducks, Red-wattled Plovers,
Common Tailorbirds and Plain Prinias. Here we began to distinguish the different babblers,
with several of both Large Grey and their similar cousins Jungle Babblers being noted.

Painted Snipe, Bharatpur 2014 (PKG)
Nearby a small area of agricultural land was productive with several Rufous Treepies, a
Black-rumped Flameback, Black Drongos, Wire-tailed Swallows, both Isabelline and Longtailed Shrikes, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Pied Bushchat, Oriental Magpie-robin, Indian Robin,
Brahminy Starlings and White-eared and Red-vented Bulbuls. All of these were to prove
common birds, sighted daily, maybe a subtle way of Ratan ensuring that we were ‘brokenin’ gently to the vast array of birds that were to be on show during our stay. Two pairs of
Spotted Owlets sheltered from the daytime sunshine in a garden tree, and two Brownheaded Barbets perched high on exposed perches above the canopy. More scarce was a
Grey Bushchat and singles of Greater Spotted Eagle, Steppe Eagle and Eastern Imperial
Eagle. Our next walk with Ratan took us out across some drier fields, where we enjoyed
great views of 25 Indian Coursers, four Sarus Cranes, 12 Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, three
Yellow-wattled Lapwings, Black-shouldered Kite, seven Desert Wheatear, a single Isabelline

Wheatear, 10 Red Turtle-doves and 100 Short-toed Larks. As evening approached, we
returned to the hotel, and later enjoyed a fine evening meal probably as good as any top
Indian restaurant in the UK, accompanied of course with a beer or two.

Indian Courser, Bharatpur 2014 (AA)
The next two full days (Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th February) saw us exploring the various
trails and habitats within the famous Bharatpur reserve itself. The first bird of note was a
male Siberian Rubythroat, showing intermittently at first in a shadowy dell, but
subsequently showing off out in the open. The jheels (large banked pools) were full with
water after much improved conservation and water management in the region, and this
draws significant numbers of wildfowl and other water birds into the reserve. Shoveler,
Pintail, Gadwall and Teal all in decent sized flocks were a reminder of home, but less familiar
species included up to 250 Lesser Whistling-ducks, 200 Bar-headed Geese, 150 Ferruginous
Ducks, 100 Spot-billed Ducks and lesser numbers of Comb Ducks, Cotton Pygmy-geese and
Red-crested Pochard. Several small groups of Great White and Dalmatian Pelicans allowed
good comparative views, as did the Darter and three species of Cormorants (Great, Indian
and Little). The heron family was represented by many Grey and Purple, whilst Great and
the more numerous Intermediates Egrets often stood side by side. Indian Pond Herons, both
Yellow and Black Bitterns watched at close range in the reed edges added to variety. Painted
Stork was numerous, some already having young, and other storks included Asian Openbills,
Woolly-necked and Black-necked in smaller numbers. Out on the marshes, both Pheasanttailed and Bronze-winged Jacanas walked across the floating vegetation, and the edges held
a good mix of waders including several Marsh Sandpipers, and small flocks of Ruff and Wood
Sandpiper. A local rarity appeared in the form of two Grey-headed Lapwing.

Grey-headed Lapwing, Bharatpur 2014 (AA)

The drier areas of the park produced several Indian Stone-curlew (now split from Eurasian
Stone-curlew) and a Brown Shrike, whilst groves of trees held Yellow-footed Green-pigeons,
Common Hawk-cuckoo, Greater Coucal and both Bay-backed and Long-tailed Shrikes. Indian
Rollers, Indian Grey Hornbills and White-throated Kingfishers were also seen regularly.

As the morning skies warmed in the sun, raptors began to soar in the thermals, with Crested
Honey-buzzard, Pallas’s Fish-eagle, Egyptian Vultures, Crested Serpent-eagle, Greater
Spotted, Eastern Imperial, Bonelli’s and Booted Eagles all on show. A couple of Shikra were
observed perched and making their dashing ‘accipiter’ flights through the trees. For those
with an interest in warblers, the tally included many Hume’s (maximum 60 during one day),
Greenish (maximum eight in one day), Blyth’s Reed (up to 12), Moustached (up to three)
plus Eastern Orphean and numerous Lesser Whitethroats. Rarest of the warblers was a
single Brooks’s Leaf-warbler calling and showing its subtle plumage points in overhanging
waterside trees, their preferred habitat. A stunning Orange-headed Thrush headed the
Turdidae, with 12 Bluethroats, 15 Oriental Magpie-robins and 4 Brown Rockchats. New birds
to most of the group were Grey-headed Canary-flycatchers and Ashy Prinias, lovely birds
ensuring we knew that we were in a distinct non European avifauna.

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher, Bharatpur 2014 (AA)

Lunch was taken on both days in some luxury, with an al fresco hot buffet of astonishing
variety and tastiness, brought specially on to the reserve by our ground agents and ready for
us as we made our circuitous walk around this truly amazing bird reserve. We were shown
both Indian Scops-owl and Dusky Eagle-owl by our guides, whilst two skulking Oriental
Skylarks, a Paddyfield Pipit and more numerous Citrine Wagtails frequented an area just
outside the reserve.
On Monday 10th February we had to reluctantly move on from Bharatpur and make the
short journey to Agra for a fully guided visit to the incomparable Taj Mahal. We were all
truly amazed by the sight of the Moghul architecture with the finest white marble used in its
construction. The ornate in-laid precious stones and the pure symmetry of the design were

quite breath-taking and the ‘love-story’ behind the sixteenth century building project quite
remarkable. The grounds of this world heritage site are of course full of birds, and we duly
noted many Black Kites and a Taiga Flycatcher giving its distinctive call separating it from the
more numerous Red-breasted Flycatchers. The slow moving River Yamuna at the rear of the
Taj yielded many species, including our first River Lapwings of the trip and two Steppe Gulls.

Our morning of culture over, we set off again for our next base which was the Chambal
Safari Lodge set in bird rich woodland. Here we had yet another delightful outdoor hot
buffet lunch before spending the rest of the day on a relaxed amble around the grounds and
adjacent fields. Birds seen included two scarce Tickell’s Thrushes, two Orange-headed
Thrushes, Asian Verditer-flycatcher, Brown-headed Barbet, several Red Turtle-doves, 10
Yellow-wattled Lapwings and 10 Baya Weavers, amongst a plethora of species already
noted. A Brown Hawk-owl sat motionless in one of the lodge trees, whilst hanging from the
high branches and occasionally gliding around were many huge Indian Flying Foxes (a type
of fruit bat).

Indian Flying Foxes, Chambal 2014 (PKG)

Tuesday 11th February was a day that we will always remember. Half an hour from the lodge
we boarded two boats for a truly amazing trip along a stretch of the Chambal River. Here in
perfect weather, we came close alongside huge Muggar and Gharial crocodiles that
stretched out lazily on the sand banks.
Indian Skimmer, Chambal Feb 2014 (PKG)

Avian highlights were manifold and included tremendous views of 12 Great Thick-knees, 26
Small Pratincoles and many River Lapwings. A single River Tern and three Black-bellied Terns
passed by our boats, whilst a group of 38 Indian Skimmers gave superb views as they fed,
bill dipping, alongside us. Four Amur and 12 Masked Wagtails provided yet another
identification lesson, whilst along the shore and islets Kentish Plovers, Temminck’s Stints
and two Sand Larks were all enjoyed. Two Blossom-headed Parakeets flew overhead. Fields
adjacent to the river were also bird rich and new species included a single Indian Bushlark, a
single Long-billed Pipit, six Rufous-fronted and four Grey-breasted Prinias as well as three
Yellow-eyed Babblers, a single Crested Bunting and two attractive White-capped Buntings.

Black-bellied Tern, Chambal Feb 2014 (PKG)

Orange-headed Thrush, Chambal, 2014 (PKG)

We returned to the lodge for yet another sumptuous hot buffet lunch before journeying on
back towards Delhi. En-route we noted nine Black-shouldered Kites hovering over the vast
fertile plains and a single Brahminy Kite perched at the roadside with eight Sarus Cranes out
in the fields. The group enjoyed a final evening meal together in a friendly Delhi restaurant

before the ‘one weekers’ went off to their hotel and those staying for the full trip taxied to
Old Delhi railway station to board the overnight sleeper train.
Those on the one week trip had their last full day's birding at two great nature reserve sites
on the outskirts of Delhi, plus a visit to an impressive wetland that sadly is due to succumb
to the massive urban development programme currently taking place around Delhi. The
morning was spent at the Ohkla Nature reserve, a superb wetland a short drive from our
hotel. A pleasant walk around the nature trail produced a huge array of water birds
including Brown Crake, with new species for the trip being three White-tailed Stonechats
and two Yellow-bellied Prinias, both local specialities, as well as a close Sulphur-bellied
Warbler. A brief visit was then made to the Basai wetlands, just west of the city, where the
highlight was a flock of 45 White-tailed Plover, plus three each of Black-necked Stork and
Paddyfield Warbler. It seems such a shame that this particular wetland will soon be lost
under the bulldozer. The final port of call for the ‘one-weekers’ was a steady stroll around
the circuit of the famous Sultanpur Reserve, which produced yet more excellent birding. A
good comparison of sitting and flying raptors was enjoyed including four Imperial Eagles,
and singles of both Greater Spotted Eagle, Booted Eagle and the rare Indian Spotted Eagle
(now split from Lesser Spotted Eagle). Sultanpur is a renowned site for the very local Sind
Sparrow, and a group of 17 duly obliged with excellent views. The final bird of our visit was
a close Brooks's Leaf-warbler, allowing close scrutiny of the key identification features and
call. We concluded the trip back at our hotel with another fine evening meal and glass or
two of beer to toast a very successful week, wishing we had been able to stay on for the
second part of the tour with the other members of the group.

White-tailed Stonechat, Ohkla, Feb 2014 (AA)

Meanwhile.......the ‘Ranikhet Express’ pulled out of Old Delhi railway station bang on cue
and for most of the group the overnight journey in our comfortable sleeper carriages proved
not half as intimidating as feared. It was still dark as we arrived in Kathgodam, being met by
the Asian Adventures regional manager who promptly escorted us to waiting vehicles and
off we went to the striking Mapple Heritage Hotel in Bhimtal, our base for the next two
nights. Not wanting to waste any time we had breakfast straight away, and no sooner had
we finished, then Hari Lama, our guide for the remainder of the tour, arrived.
It was only a short ride to Sat Tal where we stopped at the first litter filled gully just on the
edge of town. A slow approach afforded nice views of a cracking male Siberian Rubythroat,
and whilst watching this, a distinctive “tack” revealed the presence of a Dusky Warbler, a
rather uncommon visitor to these parts. It didn’t take long before the first of several Greywinged Blackbirds showed, as well as Blue Whistling-thrushes, both species to be seen daily
to the end of the trip. An Aberrant Bush Warbler provided variety. Walking slowly down the
road interesting birds came thick and fast. A small group of four Olive-backed Pipits showed
well, a Greater Yellownape woodpecker, the first of three Brown-fronted Woodpeckers for
the day, with two each of Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-babblers and Rufous-chinned
Laughingthrushes providing a touch of the exotic for those on their first trip to the area. The
still air and bright blue sky made for a very pleasant morning, which only got better when a
male Himalayan Bluetail appeared and Black-throated Thrush and Common Rosefinch were
reminders of home. With so many new birds it was hardly surprising that lunch was taken a
little late, but we still had time to explore the Kangai Temple area where Little Forktail was
the highlight amongst three species of forktail seen, and with both Small and Rufous-bellied
Niltava’s providing some glamour, we all retired back to the Mapple highly delighted with
our day’s birding.
Siberian Rubythroat, Sat Tal 2014 (AA)

Little Forktail, Sat Tal 2014 (BC)

The Himalaya from Pangot 2014 (AA)

Himalayan Bluetail, Sat Tal (AA)
On the 13th we spent another day birding Sat Tal area. Starting at the slightly higher
elevation of Rangot, we were pleased to connect with three Rufous-breasted Accentors, six
Red-fronted Serins and many close looks at the attractive Yellow-breasted Greenfinch.
Walking downhill a Black Eagle showed well, new woodpecker species appeared in the form
of Fulvous-breasted and Scaley-bellied, whilst warblers were conspicuous with five Buffbarred, one Ashy-throated, 12 Yellow-rumped, four Whistlers and two highly attractive
Black-faced. On the way back to the hotel for lunch, a Collared Owlet and then an Asian
Barred Owlet both showed well. After lunch we birded the lower slopes where several
candidates for bird of the day appeared. Firstly two White-crested Laughingthrushes, always
a delight to see, showed in roadside bushes, before Blue-winged Minla, Rufous Sibia and a
single Chestnut Thrush appeared. As the sun ebbed away, we explored the dry edges of a
river bed and persistence paid off as a stunning male Himalayan Rubythroat hopped out
onto the track remaining in full view for several minutes as we lapped up its features.
Himalayan Rubythroat, Sat Tal (AA)

Next day dawned wet, and it remained so most of the day stalling plans and generally
hindering our birding. We birded as best we could on our journey to Pangot, and after
leaving our bags, we explored the environs of the village with some success as a brighter
slot appeared. Notable was a loose flock of nine Pink-browed Rosefinches skulking in nettles
in a shallow valley, where two Rufous-breasted Accentors and a single Tickell’s Warbler
were also warmly received. Gardens in the nearby village provided a home to six Blackthroated Thrushes, one Oriental Turtle-dove and a pair of Black-throated Sunbirds, and
whilst walking back to the vehicles, a calling Black Francolin responded well to an imitation
of its call and it walked right out in front of us! With increasing rain we headed back to
Pangot, and later, with heavy rain forecasted for the whole night and for fear of being
stranded, we opted to bail out. It was an arduous and slow journey on a snow covered road,
and we were all relieved to arrive back at the Mapple Hotel just after midnight, though it
was to be another several hours before our bags completed the same journey!
Rufous-breasted Accentor, Pangot (AA)

It was still raining next morning, so after a later breakfast we made an impromptu alteration
to the itinerary and headed off towards Kumeria, where we hoped the weather would be
better. On the way, several short roadside stops gave us further evidence of the opulent
birdlife of these wooded valleys. Near a series of roadside restaurants, a series of good
sightings included a tree stump with a Greater Yellownape woodpecker on one side and a
Lesser Yellownape just a few inches away on the other! Great views of Lemon-rumped
Warblers and Red-billed Leotrix followed, though an Emerald Dove was less obliging and
was only seen in flight. Next stop produced a perched Jungle Owlet for all to see. Onwards
through Ramnagar, we arrived at the plush resort of Nadiya Para, a new venture and part of
the Tiger Camp family. After a sumptuous lunch, we made the first of several visits to the
Kosi River looking for Ibisbill. Unfortunately the previous day’s rain had swollen the river and
the Ibisbill’s favourite feeding areas were now under water! Despite several good attempts

over three days, we had to admit defeat and were resigned to dipping this highly sought
after species. The visits were not without highlights: notably a Variable Wheatear, two
Wallcreepers feeding besides the river itself, a Black-shouldered Kite performing admirably
and Tawny and Paddyfield Pipits providing educational comparisons.

Black-shouldered Kite, Kosi River (BC)

There was still a little rain in the air on the 16th. We now had an extra day in this area, so the
early morning was spend on another fruitless look for Ibisbill. Heading through some
agricultural land with a small village by the river, a nice selection of birds included several
Olive-backed Pipits, a Tickell’s Warbler and upwards of three Black-throated Thrushes.
Overhead 50 Crested Treeswifts accompanied three White-rumped Spinetails and a Redheaded Vulture showed well over the hotel when we arrived for lunch. The river at
Ramnagar held a single Woolly-necked Stork and 150 Ruddy Shelduck, but fewer waders
than expected though 600 Black Kites slowly circling over the town was some
compensation. A few miles northwards, a wooded valley produced a Grey-bellied Tesia, but
not all had good views, in fact not all saw it at all! A Blyth’s Leaf-warbler performed much
better and with Ashy Bulbul, three species of barbet, a total of five Grey-capped
Woodpeckers and both Long-tailed and Short-billed Minivets on offer it was still an exciting
day.

Next morning early risers again had Emerald Dove in the hotel grounds. Today we explored
the southern periphery of Corbett NP which produced excellent views of five Indian Pied
Hornbills plus a nice pair of Oriental Honey-buzzards perched in an open tree.
Indian Pied Hornbill, Corbett (AA)

The dam at Ramnagar produced nice views of 30 Streak-throated Swallows. A short drive up
the eastern side of the Kosi river produced a single Stork-billed Kingfisher, a close Streakthroated Woodpecker but not much else so we re-traced our steps of the day before which
almost immediately produced Brown-capped Woodpecker as well as the now normal Greycapped. Nearby we disturbed a Brown Fish Owl from roadside trees which proceeded to
perch in the open for all to admire. A calling Great Slaty Woodpecker was not so obliging
however and after several clear and nearby calls it flew off unseen over the ridge top. Last
stop of the day was by the hotel where 15 Black-throated Thrushes headlined, with 20
Olive-backed Pipits and five Red Junglefowl for back up.

Black-throated Thrush, Ramnagar (BC)

Brown Fish Owl, Kumeria (AA)

The 18th was a day we had all been waiting for – a long awaited visit to Corbett NP. However
we were all still aware that river levels were dropping and perhaps the Ibisbill had returned
to their favourite feeding grounds! Ever hopeful we were up for a 6am breakfast and off by
7am but sadly the birds eluded us yet again though a nice Wallcreeper and close views of a
Pacific Swift were some compensation. Moving swiftly on, we signed papers at the Dhangari
gate before embarking on a slow drive towards Dhikala, our home for the next two nights.
Corbett, India’s oldest tiger reserve, really is beautiful and also excellent for birds and other
wildlife. It encompasses a mosaic of habitats, including open grasslands and Sal forests all
watered by the Ramganga river and its reservoir. Entry on foot is prohibited, but we still saw
a wide selection of wildlife from the back of our two hired jeeps. It took until 13.45 to
traverse the main access road, with avian highlights including both Lesser Fishing-eagle and
Pallas’s Fish-eagles, though the soaring Rufous-bellied Eagle was probably the rarest bird
seen. After lunch we explored the damp grassland adjacent to the reservoir enjoying our
first wetland birds for over a week. There were plenty of egrets including single
Intermediate, 20 Great and more than 100 Little’s. A single Black-necked and two Woollynecked Storks were nice whilst six Black Storks and a pair of Goosander were new for the
trip list. A distant male Hen Harrier wouldn’t come close but not so the two Collared
Falconets watched in a nearby tree. The grasslands hid many deer including 20 scarce Hog
Deer which showed very well, whilst four Wild Boar scuttled away when we approached too
closely. Overhead raptors were riding the thermals, including eight Crested Serpent-eagles,
a single Mountain Hawk-eagle and two Black Vultures. Moving back towards Dhikala, large
numbers of Red-breasted Parakeets were on the move with 280 being counted, plus three
Maroon Orioles and two Black-crested Bulbuls, the only ones for the trip.

Pallas’s Fish-eagle Corbett (AA)

Early morning saw us board our jeeps, taking the rocky ford across the Ramganga River to
explore a variety of habitats in this central part of the park. One of the first stops was a now
customary stop for Grey-bellied Tesia, this time the bird being a little more obliging and it
was seen in full view by half the group. Nearby woodland produced a couple of Streakthroated Woodpeckers and a nice Rufous Woodpecker, the latter seen twice as it moved
away through the trees. New for the trip were White-rumped Shama and Large
Cuckooshrike whilst orioles were represented by six Maroon and two Black-hooded. Moving
on to the lake shore, fine views were had of the Dhikala camp across the lake, though
nearer was a single Darter, five Black Storks and in between a group of nine Red-crested
Pochard. As the day warmed up it was no surprise when birds of prey began to show: four
Crested Serpent-eagles, two Changeable Hawk-eagles, a Red-headed Vulture and three
Black Vultures. After lunch the group split, with Lance and Philip taking an elephant ride
though the grasslands whilst the rest of the group, following information that a tiger had
been spotted, took the jeeps to the lake edge to wait. Their patience was rewarded with a
brief sighting of a tiger for two of the group, but sadly the rest had to be content with many
alarm calls from deer and the occasional grunt from the tiger. Of course this patient wait
enabled many views of other wildlife, including three Golden Jackals, 150 Spotted Deer, 30
Nilgai, 20 Sambar and 20 Muntjac. Meanwhile from the elephant, three Bright-headed
Cisticola were noted and a total of 36 Rosy Pipits were counted along the lake edge, the

elephants being able to access marshy areas out of bounds for the vehicles. Up to 90 River
Terns showed well, including some chasing and calling indicating breeding. Oriental Skylarks
were singing and 26 Siberian Stonechats were counted, and with 15 Red Junglefowl, a
Collared Falconet and seven Black-shouldered Kites for the day everyone returned to
Dhikala happy. However the day’s birding was not finished yet, a late walk around the
compound producing a really close Emerald Dove watched at leisure, an Olive-backed Pipit,
and just as dark fell, a Taiga Flycatcher calling from the scrubby embankment.

Taiga Flycatcher, Dhikala (AA)

Our last day in Corbett began with a jeep drive through the grassland in case the tiger reappeared. Patient waiting failed to impress the beast that stayed stubbornly elusive.
Approaching lunchtime, we spent a profitable two hours from the tall watchtower, where
panoramic views over the park produced some nice views of a variety of raptors. Four
Ospreys were over the flooded grasslands, and with five each of Black Vulture and Pallas’s
Fish-eagle, six Crested Serpent-eagles, three Changeable Hawk-eagles, two Red-headed
Vultures amongst others, a very nice time was had. Before we left the camp, a last look from
the terrace yielded three Great Thick-knee, 30 River Lapwing, five Small Pratincole, five
Ruddy Shelduck, and all the usual heron and stork species with Black Storks up to eight.
Offshore, the flock of Red-crested Pochard had risen to 20. It was with some regret that we
began a slow journey out of Corbett, but still there were plenty of birds to see.
Woodpeckers included both Brown-capped and Grey-capped, and three species of
flameback including Himalayan, Greater and Black-rumped. A Blue-bearded Bee-eater
showed closely whilst a group of seven Indian Elephants including a least two young were
exploring a clay bank and allowed good if slightly distant views.

Indian Elephants, Corbett (AA)

Crested Serpent-eagle, Corbett (AA)

Our last day in India, and our earliest start of them all! Breakfast for 05.15 enabled a prompt
start back towards Delhi, the six hour journey being rather uneventful excepting a short stop
at the Ganges crossing where all sorts of Indian life were thrust upon us as we watched the
Pallas’s Gulls offshore. The last two hours of birding at Ohkla Nature Reserve was just as
exciting as our first two hours! Walking the embankment produced great views of Greenish,
and Hume’s Warblers, whilst muddy edges attracted 25 Citrine Wagtails. Soon a pair of
White-tailed Stonechats was spotted, followed closely by four Yellow-bellied Prinia and a
Striated Grassbird, all new birds for those on the full trip even after 15 days in the field!
By late afternoon, we opted to retire early to the hotel, where after a nice meal it was early
to bed before being transferred to the airport for our 11.10 direct flight home on 22nd.
In conclusion, the tour proved hugely enjoyable for all participants, whether on the one
week or longer trip. Many expressed their slight surprise at the high standard of food and
accommodation throughout, and the efficient well organised support of our expert local
guides. The birding and views of the other wild animals was unanimously agreed as superb,
whilst culturally the sights, sounds, smells, and ambience of India provide a hugely positive
stimulus to the senses. A visit here is a must for all birders at some stage in their life, and
when it includes short excursions to visit iconic sites such as the world heritage Taj Mahal,
an amazing mix of natural history and cultural experience is provided.
Many thanks to Andrew Ashworth, Brian Chambers and Peter Greaves for allowing us to use
their excellent photographs, all taken on the trip.

Blue Whistling-thrush (AA)

India - a world of contrasts. Above our hotel the Nadiya Para whilst below, the street scene
a few metres away

Rufous-bellied Niltava (AA)

Steppe Eagle, Nainital (AA)

Lesser Yellownape (AA)

Black-lored Tit (BC)

Gharial, Chambal River (PKG)

Woolly-necked Stork, Chambal River (PKG)

Kaleej Pheasant, Corbett (AA)

Sambar, Corbett (AA)

Great Thick-knee (BC)

Lesser Pied Kingfisher (BC)

Hanuman Langur (AA)

Peacock, Corbett (AA)
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