Eastern Hungary: 2 – 7 September 2010
Introduction.
The following is a brief account of a birding trip to eastern Hungary in the first week
of September 2010. Group members were Richard Drew, Martin Limbert, Richard
Sprakes, Sue Bird, Roger Bird, Richard Scott, with co-leaders Peter Greaves and
Nick Whitehouse. The trip got underway on Thursday 2nd September, with a flight
from Luton to Budapest arriving around mid day local time. After collecting our hire
vehicles, we set off east on the two hour journey towards the Hortobagy region,
pausing only for a goulash refreshment break at a road side cafe.
2 September
We were soon at our first birding stop besides the Tisza river, giving us our first taste
of Hungarian birding. The margins of the river basin produced several Penduline
Tits, (including juveniles with their unmarked heads), as well as Red-backed Shrikes,
Hobby, and our first Pygmy Cormorant. We then spent a couple of hours on nearby
puszta, the characteristic open steppe habitat of this region, where we encountered
our first Red-footed Falcons (13), Rollers (7) and Bee-eaters (50) of the trip.
Roadside water meadows, normally dry at this time of year, but now water filled after
an unusually wet summer, yielded 25 Whiskered and 3 Black Terns as well as
several Purple Herons and a Black Stork. After a long day, the group had a welcome
evening meal at our accommodation, the Trofea Lodge in the village of Nadudvar.

3 September
A quick look around the lodge before breakfast produced both Black and Lesserspotted Woodpeckers, Wood Warbler, a few Pied Flycatchers and a fly over Tawny
Pipit. The day was spent exploring the Halasto fishponds, an important national site,
and home to the Hungarian bird race to be held the next day. A good selection of
birds were noted on the walk out and back alongside the mini railway which takes
the fish pond workers to their jobs in the marshes. Notable birds were Ferruginous
Duck (2), Garganey, Pygmy Cormorant (12), Purple Heron (25), Great Egret (100),
Squacco Heron (20), Night Heron (7), Little Bittern (4), Spoonbill (85); all the various
herons allowing for good comparisons of adults and younger birds. Honey Buzzard
(1) and White-tailed Eagle (2) flew over, and the reed beds held good numbers of
Penduline Tits (70), Bearded Tits and Savi‟s Warbler (6), the latter giving away their
presence by unobtrusive call notes.

Later in the afternoon we visited a flooded area near Balmajaveros, which was
covered in marsh terns, with some 120 Whiskered and 1 White-winged Tern giving
good views. Surprisingly, a pair of Great Reed Warblers in a roadside ditch was still
feeding a late brood of newly fledged young.
The puszta nearby was scanned and eventually produced our only Long-legged
Buzzard of the trip.

4 September
Today we were escorted by a local guide, and his intimate knowledge of the area
certainly paid dividends. Our first stop was to watch a stunning Saker Falcon, giving
close views both perched and in flight.

Drier puszta nearby produced several Stone Curlew and two Syrian Woodpeckers
showed well on telegraph poles and even on village roof tops! A quiet walk into an
area of agricultural land enabled us to see 9 Great Bustards, with 2 Short-toed
Eagles nearby.

A snack break in a nearby village allowed us to witness a Long- eared Owl roost of
some 29 birds at very close range.

An amazing sight for UK birders these days was some 650 Turtle Doves on wires
over the sunflower fields! Fairly large groups in autumn were once a regular sight at
home, but will we ever see such numbers again in the UK? Taking a short journey
into a different part of the puszta, we encountered a relatively small trip of 3 Dotterel
at close hand, but the rarest bird of the day delighted the whole group; a stunning
fly-past male Pallid Harrier!

Our guide then took us to some abandoned fish ponds, dry for many years, but this
autumn with much mud after the summer rains. A wader watchers delight ensued
with Avocet (19), Spotted Redshank (30), Marsh Sandpiper (4), Wood Sandpiper
(40), Little Stint (1), Temminck‟s Stint (1), Curlew Sandpiper (3) and Collared
Pratincole (1) all seen. Nearby Bluethroat (3) and Savi‟s Warbler (5) were
encountered as we walked the bank sides and an obliging juvenile Little Crake
added further to the days birding. As if this wasn‟t already enough, other birds of
note were Honey Buzzard (2), Red-footed Falcon (14), Common Crane (30),
Caspian Gull (200), White-winged Tern (7), Roller (5), Red-backed Shrike (40),
Whinchat (30), Golden Oriole (4), Tawny Pipit (25) and Crested Lark (2). A
nightingale sp. was caught in the car headlights as it flicked up from the track on the
approach road to our lodge at dusk and we celebrated an excellent days birding with
a nice meal and well earned drink.
September 5
Today was one of consolidation taking in a mix of habitats around the Hortobagy.
Highlights were manifold including Ferruginous Duck (25), Pygmy Cormorants,
Squacco Heron (10), Spoonbill (80), Black Stork (1), Marsh Harrier (70), Montagu‟s
Harrier (2), Red-footed Falcon (20) including family groups together, Peregrine (1),
and White-winged Tern (10). We ended the day watching the Common Crane roost,

noting some 500 birds in several groups coming in for the evening. Later in the
autumn over 100,000 are present.

September 6
Leaving the main Hortobagy behind we travelled across the River Tisza on a rather
quaint car ferry, and made our way across the so-called “Little Hortobagy”, another
fine area of puszta and marshes.

Black Stork movement was clearly underway with several parties producing some 30
birds in total. White-tailed Eagle (3), a Short-toed Eagle, a juvenile Montagu‟s
Harrier, another fine Saker Falcon, plus the now usual gatherings of up to 24 Redfooted Falcons, kept up the raptor interest. Roller (20), Red-backed Shrike (25) and
a selection of other migrants such as Tree and Tawny Pipits reminded us of the
richness of birdlife in Eastern Europe. Our destination was the Bukk Hills where at
our accommodation we enjoyed a splendid home cooked meal from our hosts.
September 7
A breakfast walk around the gardens added a selection of woodland birds such as
Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, and Middle Spotted Woodpecker. The previous afternoon‟s rain
had passed away, and the skies were blue again, so we found an excellent vantage
point above the village keenly waiting whatever rose in the morning air. Tree Pipits
were passing in good numbers overhead, and a Cuckoo flew through. The morning
belonged though to the raptors, with 4 Eastern Imperial Eagles giving very good
views, whilst in a nearby valley we watched at least 3 Lesser Spotted Eagles, Honey
Buzzard, White-tailed Eagle, Short-toed Eagle and Goshawk. With the entire group
thoroughly enjoying this spectacle and we really did had to drag ourselves away for
the car journey back to Budapest and our flight home later that afternoon.

A total of 150 species were noted, but it was quality rather than quantity that made
this such a terrific little trip. Good company and good birding – can‟t beat it.

Hungary Butterfly List 2010
Large White
10+ on 2nd, 20+ on 3rd, 20+ on 4th, 10+ on 5th and 50+ on 7th.
Small White
10+ on 2nd, 20+ on 3rd, 20+ on 4th, 10+ on 5th and 50+ on 7th.
Berger’s Clouded Yellow
Identified on 3rd but most „Pale Clouded Yellows‟ not identified to species.
Clouded Yellow
5 on 3rd, 10+ on 4th, 10+ on 5th and 5 on 6th.

Eastern Pale Clouded Yellow
Identified on 2nd but most „Pale Clouded Yellows‟ not identified to species.

Small Copper
3 on 7th.
Large Copper

50+ on 3rd, 5 on 4th, 20+ on 6th and 10+ on 7th.
Sooty Copper
1 on 7th.
Brown Argus
1 on 3rd.
Silver-studded Blue
2 on 7th.
Common Blue
10+ on 2nd, 5+ on 3rd, 20+ on 4th, 10+ on 6th and 5+ on 7th.
Peacock
10+ on 3rd, 5+ on 4th, 5+ on 5th, 5+ on 6th and 3 on 7th.

Red Admiral
2 on 3rd, 2 on 4th and 5 on 7th.

Painted Lady
2 on 3rd, 2 on 6th and 1 on 7th.
Queen of Spain Fritillary

2 on 7th.
Comma
1 on 3rd and 1 on 7th.
Silver-washed Fritillary
30+ on 7th.
Weaver’s Fritillary
1 on 7th.
Great Banded Grayling
10+ on 7th.
False Grayling
5+ on 7th.
Meadow Brown
20+ on 7th.

Small Heath
5 on 2nd, 20+ on 4th, 10+ on 5th, 30+ on 6th and 50+ on 7th.
Wall Brown
1on 3rd and 2 on 7th.
Large Skipper

1 on 3rd.
A total of 24 species was identified during our short stay.

