
PORTLAND HARBOUR & WEYMOUTH IN WINTER 

On the outskirts of Weymouth in Dorset, the sheltered waters of Portland Harbour 
hosts some of the south coast’s best winter bird watching. Enclosed by massive 
breakwaters, the harbour is best between November and March, attracting a 
distinguished assortment of waterbirds. All three divers can be found here, Great 
Northern and Black-throated being more frequent than Red-throated, opposite to the 
case elsewhere. They enjoy good feeding alongside more frequent sea duck such as 
Red-breasted Merganser and Common Goldeneye, with occasional Common Eider, 
Common or Velvet Scoter providing variety. Of greater significance, attractive Black-
necked and Slavonian Grebes are also regularly noted. Nearby, a narrow strip of tidal 
water known as The Fleet offers Mediterranean Gull and a nice selection of waders. 
We have the option of several well-chosen viewing points to explore this area, enabling 
us to be in the best position for light and wind shelter and so discover the most sought-
after species. Gardens at Sandsfoot Castle are favoured by Common Chiffchaffs and 
Firecrests and a wintering Black Redstart is always possible.  

We will have time to check fields on the Isle of Portland itself, which often hold Short-
eared Owls. A short walk along the coastal path near the Bill could yield flocks of auks, 
Northern Gannets, Kittiwakes and other sea birds just offshore, and Purple Sandpipers 
can be found on rocks around the Bill itself.  

After lunch, we will reconvene at Radipole and Lodmoor in Weymouth, where taking 
each reserve in turn, we have a chance to see Western Marsh-harrier, Great Egret, 
Eurasian Bittern and a good selection of waders, often at point blank range. Cetti’s 
Warbler and with luck, even Bearded Tit and Water Pipit are perfectly possible.  Mixed 
gull flocks, including the scarcer Yellow-legged, favour the islands and lagoons, and 
close inspection will provide an identification workshop in itself for those interested. 
Duck include frequent dabbling and diving species.  

These fabulous birding spots have a good record of attracting something really special 
from time to time, so we will ensure we keep up with national bird news in case of a 
scarce or rare bird which would provide the icing on the cake on a rewarding day trip.  

We conclude around 4 pm, as dusk approaches, although you can leave earlier if you 
wish to suit your journey home. 

Rendezvous point: Chesil Beach Visitor Centre car park 

Time: 09:30am 

Dates: Tuesday 15th December 2020 

 Wednesday 20th January 2021 

Maximum group size:  4 plus your Birding Abroad leader   

 

 


